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Whether 
you 

are selling 
farm product 
or offering 
authentic 
experiences, 
when visitors 
step onto 
private 
farmland, 
there is 
potential risk 
to your farm 
business. 
No matter 
how smooth the ground is or how friendly the animals are, a 
visitor may get hurt. In Oregon, the Agritourism Limited Liability 
Law provides a farmer or rancher like yourself with a certain 
level of protection in the event of visitor injury or death at an 
agritourism activity. The law does not protect against negligence. 
In order for you to be protected by this law, official signs must be 
installed as directed below.

About the Limited Liability Sign 
Agritourism Limited Liability Sign legislation has passed in 
most states and may lower the risk to a farmer, rancher or on-
farm value-added operator who sells directly to the public on 
their property. In Oregon, the Agritourism Limited Liability Bill 
SB 341 was passed by the Oregon Legislature in 2015 after a 
collaborative effort of several of Oregon’s major agriculture and 
agritourism organizations. The Agritourism Limited Liability Law 
is posted in the Oregon statutes as ORS 30.671 through 30.677.

Posting Signs as Specified in the Law
In order for you to be in compliance with the law, a regulation 
sign must be posted at the entrance to the property and also at 
additional locations where agritourism activities take place. For 
example, a sign should be posted at a farm stand or store, animal 

Oregon Agritourism Limited 
Liability Signs 
By: Audrey Comerford, Oregon State University 
Extension Service

https://oregon.public.law/statutes/ors_30.671
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barns, u-pick areas, nature trails, and/or agriculture 
buildings. The sign must be posted at a height easily 
read by visitors. 
By installing the signs in this manner, you as the 
farmer or rancher are giving the visiting public 
notification of the risks associated with your 
enterprise and giving them a chance to leave the 
property before entry.

Regulation Sign Appearance
In order for the sign to be in compliance with the law, 
the warning message must appear in one-inch black 
lettering and read exactly as stated in ORS 30.677:

Under Oregon law, there is no liability for an injury 
to or the death of a participant in an agri-tourism 
activity conducted at this agri-tourism location if 
the injury or death results from the inherent risks 
of the agri-tourism activity. Inherent risks of agri-
tourism activities are risks of injury inherent to land, 
equipment and animals, as well as the potential for 
you to act in a negligent manner that may contribute 
to your injury or death. You are assuming the risk of 
participating in this agri-tourism activity.

Obtaining a Regulation Limited Liability Sign
If you are looking for a regulation sign for your farm 
or ranch, you have a few options:

1. Make your own sign or have one made for 
you following the exact specifications above.
Purchase a regulation sign printed on a 
durable PVC material designed to withstand 
weather conditions from Oregon Agritourism 
Partnership, an Oregon non-profit. This 
lightweight but sturdy material makes for 
an easy and quick installation. They sell for 
$50 each and OSU Extension Service assists 
with the sign distribution. The signs are 
available for purchase and pick up at the OSU 
Extension Office, Marion County. For more 
information visit www.oregonfarmloop.com 
or email farmloop@gmail.com.

2. Purchase a regulation sign printed on weather 
resistant corrugated plastic from Plate & 
Pitchfork. These lightweight signs are great 

for farms who do not have events daily and 
want a movable sign to hang when the public 
is visiting. They have grommets in the corners 
which makes hanging simple. The signs are 
available at https://squareup.com/store/plate-
and-pitchfork/item/agritourism-liability-sign 
and shipping is available. 

References
• • ORS 30.671 through 30.677 ORS 30.671 through 30.677 www.oregonlaws.org/www.oregonlaws.org/

ors/30.671ors/30.671
• • Oregon Agritourism Partnership, an Oregon nonprofit, Oregon Agritourism Partnership, an Oregon nonprofit, 

www.oregonagritourism.comwww.oregonagritourism.com
• • Plate & Pitchfork, Plate & Pitchfork, https://squareup.com/store/plate-https://squareup.com/store/plate-

and-pitchfork/item/agritourism-liability-signand-pitchfork/item/agritourism-liability-sign
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Managing Hypochaeris radiata May Prevent Stringhalt 
Disease in Horses
By: Melissa Fery, Oregon State University, Small Farms Program

Over the years, I’ve 
learned about the 

debilitating condition 
called stringhalt from 
horse owners when they 
contact me to learn 
how to rid their fields of 
Hypochaeris radiata also 
known as false dandelion, 
flatweed, common catsear 
or summer dandelion. The 
request for information 
usually comes after a 
veterinarian’s diagnosis and 
recommendation to control 
this invasive species in 
their pastures.  False 
dandelion is common in 
pastures throughout Oregon. 

Stringhalt is a neurological condition that affects 
the mobility in a horse’s hind legs. It is characterized 
by a jerky, exaggerated flexion of one or both hocks 
towards the abdomen with a delayed extension 
when moving forward.  If the horse is diagnosed with 
stringhalt after being on pasture, it is referred to as 
pasture stringhalt.  The cause of pasture stringhalt 
is not fully understood and has not been reproduced 
experimentally by purposely feeding false dandelions, 
but there are commonalities in cases. 

1. Horses are diagnosed in late summer or 
autumn, when hot and dry.

2. Limited forage is available, often horses are on 
overgrazed pastures or in weedy dry lots.

3. There is a high population of Hypochaeris 
radiata in the pasture or dry lot area.

The good news is that not all horses seem to be 
affected and typically once the diagnosed horse is 
removed from the weed infested area it recovers. 

Depending on the severity, horses 
may improve within a short period 
of time, but often take several 
months or longer. In some cases, 
additional procedures may be 
included in the veterinarian’s 
treatment plan. 

Since false dandelion may be 
associated with stringhalt, it 
is worth identifying the weed 
to determine if reducing the 
population is justified as a 
preventative action. This plant 
resembles common dandelion, with 
milky juice, a basal rosette of leaves, 
and yellow flowers.  However, 
common dandelion has a hollow 

single stem for each flower while false dandelion has 
a fibrous stem that are branched with multiple flowers 
per stem. False dandelion has lobed leaves covered in 
short, coarse hairs. 

False dandelion, a perennial, is challenging to control 
and requires multiple management strategies 
including improving overall pasture conditions. Hand 
pulling and soil cultivation can control this weed, but 
since it can resprout, the taproot must be removed 
with a shovel or exposed and severely damaged 
through cultivation when the soil is dry. Mowing 
is not considered effective because of resprouting 
but may reduce future populations by removing 
flower buds before blooming.  Large infestations 
often require herbicide treatment. There are several 
selective broadleaf herbicides that will not damage 
established grass species if applied following the 
instructions on the product’s label. Herbicides are 
most effective when applied to the rosette of the 
plant prior to flowering, most commonly in the spring 
or fall. The Pacific Northwest Weed Control Handbook 
includes a comprehensive section about controlling 

Hypochaeris radiata has lobed leaves with corse hairs.
Photo by Melissa Fery
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broadleaf weed species in pastures at http://
pnwhandbooks.org/weed/other-areas/pasture-and-
rangeland/small-pastures.

Managing pastures to provide quality forage is key 
to long-term control of weed species.  Most weed 
infestations occur in fields where desirable grasses 
are overgrazed, creating bare, compacted areas for 
weeds to grow.  Rotating horses through pastures to 
allow for grasses to regrow, keeping animals off fields 
when soils are wet, applying fertilizers according to 
soil test results to provide nutrients for forage, and 
moving animals off the field and feeding hay when 
adequate forage is not available are all practices 
that help in reducing weed pressure.  In some cases, 
renovating and replanting the weedy field may be 
needed.  

For more information about pasture and grazing 
management refer to the following resources:

• Growing Farms Online: Introduction to 
Pasture and Grazing Management, a 
free online course: https://workspace.
oregonstate.edu/course/pasture-and-
grazing-management.

• Introduction to Pasture and Grazing 
Management in Western Oregon, an edited, 
printable version of the online course: 
https://catalog.extension.oregonstate.edu/
em9302.

• Managing Small-Acreage Horse Farms in 
Western Oregon and Western Washington, 
a printable publication covering multiple 
topics including pasture management: 
https://catalog.extension.oregonstate.edu/
ec1558.

References
Cheeke, P.R. 1998. Natural Toxicants in Feeds, Forages 
and Poisonous Plants Second Edition. Pg 389. Oregon 
State University. Interstate Publishers, Inc. 

DiTomaso, J.M., G.B. Kyser et al. 2013. Weed Control 
in Natural Areas in the Western United States. Pg 544. 
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of California. https://wric.ucdavis.edu/information/
natural%20areas/wr_H/Hypochaeris_glabra-radicata.
pdf 

Galey, F.D., P J Hullinger, J McCaskill. 1991. Outbreaks of 
stringhalt in northern California.  Vet Hum Toxicol. Apr 
33(2):176-7.

Gardner S.Y., et al. 2005. Stringhalt associated with a 
pasture infested with Hypochoeris radicata. Equine 
Veterninary Education. 17(3):118-122.

Young, A. 2019. Stringhalt (Equine Reflex Hypertonia). 
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radiata has 
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multiple 
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Improvements in agricultural technology and 
breeding helped struggling Japanese farming 

communities in the early 20th century. Since the 
1990s, Dr. Toshihiko Nishio, a Japanese rice farming 
system researcher, published over 150 stories about 
these innovations. By showing how these discoveries 
derived from careful observation, patience, and in 
some cases, serendipity, we hope that farmers will 
realize how ordinary people can contribute to the 
advancement of their local agricultural communities 
and beyond.
 
One Unique Rice Plant 
If you trace the pedigree of any thoroughbred race 
horse, it is said that you will eventually end up at one 
of the same three mares. Japanese rice cultivars seem 
to be the same. Many recently released cultivars can 
be traced back to one or more of the same five or six 
cultivars from the Meiji era about 100-150 years ago. 
The strong desire of farmers and breeders to create 
and share improved rice cultivars has powered this 
phenomenon.

Among these cultivars is ‘Shinriki’ (God’s Power). 
This cultivar in particular contributed to the dramatic 
improvement in yields seen in the late 1800s. 
‘Shinriki’ was discovered in 1877 by a farmer, Jujiro 
Maruo, from Nakajima village. This was as the last 
major Civil War in Japan was ending, and people were 
shifting their efforts back into rice farming. 

Maruo found the single rice plant that would become 
‘Shinriki’ in a rice paddy planted with another cultivar. 
This one plant was distinctively different. It had 
medium-sized spikeless grains and exceptionally 
numerous tillers (tillers are the side shoots of grasses, 
which result in a single plant with many stems). 
Maruo was always on the lookout for opportunities 
to improve rice cultivars. He often collected and grew 

out heirloom cultivars to search for useful traits, so it 
is no surprise that he noticed this chance variant.  

When he saw this unique rice plant, Maruo 
immediately collected seeds from three ears. 
He planted them out in the following season. 
Amazingly, the yield was 25% higher than any of 
the other cultivars. He first named it ‘Kiryoyoshi’ 
(Good Looking), but then reconsidered and named 
it ‘Shinriki’ (God’s Power) as Maruo attributed his 
discovery to divine intervention. 

‘Shinriki’ is a late season rice cultivar. It is a short 
plant with numerous tillers. The leaves are erect, 
which was a new trait in that period. The eating 
quality of the rice is not the best, but the plants are 
wonderfully high-yielding due to more ears being 
born on more stems. ‘Shinriki’ ushered in a new era of 
multi-eared high yielding rice cultivars in Japan. 

Jujiro Maruo and the Rice Cultivar ‘Shinriki’
                                      -From three ears to millions of acres-
By: Dr. Toshihiko Nishio
Translated and edited by: Shinji Kawai and Abigail Huster, Department of Horticulture, Oregon 
State University

Jujiro Mruo (1814-1889). The founder of ‘Shinriki’
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Forming a Seed Co-op
As many inventors know, 
without some good 
publicity a new technology 
will just sit on a shelf, 
regardless of its merits. 
In agriculture extension 
and outreach are vital 
when introducing farmers 
to new cultivars or other 
innovations. In the case 
of ‘Shinriki’ rice, farmer-
breeder Maruo was helped 
by a community leader 
from Yobe village, Zenroku 
Iwamura. 

Iwamura heard about ‘Shinriki’ and introduced the 
nation to the cultivar in 1886, nine years after its 
original release. He published a report in the Ministry 
of Agriculture and Commerce’s journal stating that 
‘Shinriki’ yielded 25% more than other contemporary 
rice cultivars. The article triggered an exponential 
increase in planted acreage of the new cultivar. 

He then asked local farmers to form a seed co-op in 
order to increase the quality of seed available. At that 
point, quality control of seeds was less established 
than it is now. The co-op allowed for a plentiful supply 
of highly pure seeds, which boosted adoption 
of the cultivar. The farmers in the co-op also 
benefited financially from this arrangement. 

‘Shinriki’ dominated the Central and Western 
regions of Japan from the end of the 19th 
century into the early 20th century. Fish 
and soy meal were becoming available to 
use as fertilizers over the same time period, 
which also increased yield. Farmers were 
also adopting dry rice cultivation systems 
and the use of draft animals, which enabled 
an off-season crop and later planting dates. 
‘Shinriki’ was well adapted to these changes, 
and yielded more with higher fertility. It 
reached a peak acreage of 580,000 ha (1.4 
million acres) in 1919, comprising one-fifth 

of all rice acreage in 
Japan. Unfortunately, 
Maruo did not get to 
witness his cultivar’s 
glory days as he 
passed away in 1889 
at the age of 75. He 
was gentle, honest 
and faithful, and it 
was said that he never 
tired of visiting rice 
fields. 

Shinriki’s Legacy
Takashi Ike wrote 
an excellent book 
that describes 

the background of 30 rice cultivars developed by 
farmers. It also discusses their influence on future 
rice breeding. He claimed that 72 pure line cultivars 
were selected out of ‘Shinriki.’ The agricultural station 
in each prefecture of Japan conducted their own 
research to select a line out of ‘Shinriki’ that would 
be uniquely adapted to their own environment. Ike 
also reports that as many as 64 modern cultivars were 
developed from crosses with ‘Shinriki’. It is possible 
that all current major rice cultivars can be traced back 
to ‘Shinriki’.  

 Ears of Shinriki with vertical leaves.  
Illustration by Eiko Goto

Maruo was tiredlessly going around the rice fields. 
Illustration by Eiko Goto
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Soon Shinriki’s genetics began to spread beyond Japan. The 
high-yielding cultivar ‘Taichung No. 65’ was bred in Taiwan 
by Eikichi Iso in 1927 using ‘Shinriki as a parent. This variety 
was also widely grown in Okinawa. In Malaysia, the cultivar 
‘Mashuri’ was bred by Japanese breeders with ‘Taichung No. 
65’ as a parent in 1965. ‘Mashuri’ can be grown with minimal 
fertilizer inputs and was welcomed by many poor farmers in 
Southeast Asian countries like Bangladesh, India and Myanmar.

All of these cultivars were born out of the three 
ears of rice that Maruo found in his rice paddy in 
Nakajima Village in 1877. 

‘Shinriki’ Today
Today, there is a rice wine brewery in the town 
where Maruo found those original ears that 
would become ‘Shinriki’. Each year, in a field 
ringed by mountains in three directions, the 
brewery continues to plant ‘Shinriki’ rice in 
collaboration with the local agricultural co-op. 
In May they hold a planting ceremony where 
over a hundred fans of the cultivar gather from 
far and wide to join in the rice planting. After 
harvest, pure rice wine is brewed from the crop. 
The town honors Maruo with several signs and 
monuments. 

Japan’s Ministry of Agriculture has records of 
rice yield per acre dating back to 1883. Yields 
increased rapidly in the late 19th and early 20th 
centuries. While the use of draft animals and 
increased fertilizers contributed to this, there is 
no doubt that ‘Shinriki’ was a vital contributor to 
the surge in Japanese rice production. 

Right: 
Flourishing 

‘Shinriki’’s 
offspring in 
Southeast 

Asia.  
Left: 

Monument 
dedicated 

to Maruo of 
‘Shinriki’. )  

Illustrations 
by Eiko Goto

Below: Map of Japan (Nakajima Village &Tokyo)
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OSU EXTENSION SERVICE – SMALL FARMS PROGRAM 

Registration opens in early August

10th Annual
SMALL FARMS
SCHOOL

SAVE THE DATE
WWeeddnneessddaayy
SSeepptteemmbbeerr  1155tthh,,  22002211
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Who leads the work to create a more equitable 
and resilient food system matters. The Viviane 

Barnett Fellowship for Food System Leadership 
(Fellowship) announces its inaugural cohort, a racially 
and experientially diverse group of 16 Oregonians 
selected for their passion and interest in food systems 
transformation. Over the 18 months of the program, 
the Fellows will build community and share skills 
while working on projects that promote restorative 
growing practices, community empowerment, food 
sovereignty, land and water stewardship, and climate 
justice. 

The newly selected Viviane Barnett Food Systems 
Fellows (Fellows) represent a range of aspiring, 
emerging, and experienced food systems leaders who 
are Black, Indigenous, Latinx, Asian, and multiracial. 
The experiences and interests present in the group 
span from farming, food production, food security, 
community organizing, climate justice, creative arts, 
resistance and liberation, cultural and ancestral 
reclamation, and healing. In both their work and their 
fellowship applications, Fellows expressed a strong 
desire in learning and giving back to others.

“Centering the experiences of leaders of color is 
essential to building a more racially equitable and 
climate resilient food system, said Aaron Vargas. “The 
Viviane Barnett Food Systems Fellows are reaching 
towards our collective lived experiences to come 
together to co-create new opportunities in support of 
transforming our food and farming systems.” 

The 2021 Viviane Barnett Food Systems Fellows are 
Alisha Howard, Alma Gaeta, Antonio Zamora, Ari 
Mwachofi, Arunima Jamwal, Bea Yeh Ogden, Charlotte 
Epps, Esperanza Spalding, Herbert Young, Insa Evans, 
Jackie Leung, joemil r. santos, Michelle Week, Mick 
Rose, Sasha Gilbert, and Punneh Abdolhosseini. 
Explore biographies for each of the Fellows online and 
on Instagram. 

Announcing The Viviane Barnett Food System Fellows 
Sixteen Leaders of Color Selected for Contributions, 
Potential in Food Systems Change 

The Viviane Barnett Fellowship for Food System 
Leadership is offered through a partnership between 
Black Food Sovereignty Coalition, Mudbone Grown, 
Oregon State University’s Center for Small Farms & 
Community Food Systems,  the Multnomah County 
Health Department REACH program, and Ecotrust. 
The group selected this inaugural group of Fellows 
from a pool of more than 57 applicants. Over time, 
the Fellowship envisions a network of support and 
growing pathways for food systems leaders of color 
whose lived experiences are essential to collective 
efforts to build a more equitable, regenerative, and 
climate resilient food system. 

About the Viviane Barnett Food System Fellowship
The Viviane Barnett Fellowship for Food System 
Leaders is a program designed to build the capacity 
of experienced and aspiring food system leaders 
of color in Oregon. Named after Viviane Barnett, a 
Black Portlander and civic leader who spearheaded 
a groundbreaking community gardening movement 
from 1968-1970, the Fellowship aims to support and 
develop leaders whose lived experiences reflect the 
communities they serve. The Fellowship launched 
in early 2021 and is offered through a partnership 
between the Black Food Sovereignty Coalition, 
Mudbone Grown, Oregon State University’s Center 
for Small Farms & Community Food Systems, the 
Multnomah County Health Department REACH 
program, and Ecotrust. Ultimately, the Fellowship 
seeks to seed a pipeline of food systems leaders 
of color whose lived experiences are essential 
to collective efforts to build a more equitable, 
regenerative, and climate resilient food system while 
increasing access to nutritious, affordable foods 
for the BIPOC communities. Learn more at https://
ecotrust.org/project/viviane-barnett-fellowship-for-
food-system-leaders/. 



Oregon Small Farm News                                                                                                               Vol. XVI No. 3 Page 12

Oregon Taste, a public 
service project of the 

Historic Portland Public 
Market Foundation, launched 
OregonTaste.com on March 
16, 2021. The free searchable 
online directory promotes 
the state’s farmers, ranchers, 
fishers and other food 
producers by connecting them 
directly to area consumers. 
Why Oregon Taste? The 
pandemic has shown more 
than ever the importance 
of supporting our local food 
systems. The sudden decline 
in food demand by restaurants 
and hotel customers isolated 
some farmers from some of 
their biggest buyers, while some consumers were 
dealing with localized food shortages. The idea for 
OregonTaste.com was born out of this increased need 
to connect more people to more local farms and the 
foods they create. “Promoting direct sales is a big 
win for agriculture, our communities and economy,” 
said Alexis Taylor, Director, Oregon Department of 
Agriculture. “Direct sales contribute to sustainable 
agriculture and food systems, increased farmer 
profitability, and stimulating the local economy. 
Nearly 6,700 or 18 percent of the state’s agricultural 
operations rely on direct sales.” -March 26, 2021

One of Oregon Taste’s goals in supporting local 
food systems is to bring Oregon food producers to 
a broader audience around the region and the state 
to help enhance their discoverability. Directory users 
searching for local fresh foods can filter their searches 
in multiple ways, by businesses that sell kosher and 
non-GMO foods, for example, or search for businesses 
that are BIPOC-owned and woman-owned.

Oregon Taste Launches First Ever Statewide Directory 
of Fresh Oregon Food Producers
By: Lori Warner-McGee, Oregon Taste/James Beard Public Market, Development 
Director

Oregon Taste 
partners with 
farm and food 
organizations 
across the state 
that share the 
commitment 
to bolstering 
Oregon’s local 
and regional 
food systems 
and celebrating 
Oregon’s 
remarkable food 
and farming 
history. There are 
currently twenty 
four collaborative 
partners, like 

Oregon Farmers Markets Association, Oregon Rural 
Action, Oregon Pasture Network, North Coast Food 
Web, Oregon Department of Agriculture and Ecotrust. 
A full list of current partners is available here: https://
oregontaste.com/partners. The directory is organized 
according to the seven Oregon regions as identified 
by Travel Oregon in collaboration with Oregon Taste: 
Oregon Coast, Portland, Mt. Hood & The Columbia 
Gorge, Willamette Valley, Southern Oregon, Central 
Oregon and Eastern Oregon. 
 
OregonTaste.com will soon expand to include links 
to value added food products manufactured or 
processed in Oregon; wine, beer, spirits and other 
beverages created in the state; listings of local food 
events; and listings of the state’s food-related non-
profits, agencies, and food organizations.

“This website is so awesome. I have been looking for 
this exact thing. I’m stoked and about to order meat 
from one of your listed farms. Thanks for your work 
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A Few Helpful Tips For Your Listing
Add a description and tell Oregon consumers about your business. Include things like 
how and where you sell, the types of products you offer, if you’re open seasonally or 
year-round. 

Include a few keywords about your offerings to make it easier for Oregon food 
consumers to find you (e.g., organically grown beans & grains, grass-fed beef, 
vegetable CSA, etc.)

Classify your business, as applicable, from the drop-down list (BIPOC owned, woman 
owned, U-Pick, Kosher, etc.). The drop-down allows for multiple selections. 

If you sell at a local Oregon farmers market, choose it from the Farmers Markets drop-
down list.

Adding a photo to your listing will help you stand out and appeal to customers. Wider, 
horizontal pictures will look better on the site. Use a jpg or a png photo if possible.

For additional information, questions, comments or suggestions, email info@
oregontaste.com. 

Oregon Taste!” said one new 
user of the OregonTaste.com 
directory. 

Producers of Oregon grown 
food can submit listings and 
consumers can help too by 
making sure their favorite 
farmers, growers, ranchers, 
fishers and farmers markets are 
listed

HOW TO SUBMIT A PRODUCER 
LISTING FOR FREE
Visit OregonTaste.com/submit-a-
business at https://oregontaste.
com/submit-a-business.
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2021 Oregon Olive School: For The Growing Industry in 
Oregon
By: Hayley White, Oregon State University, Small Farms Program

On April 22 and 23 
the Small Farms 

team hosted the 2021 
Oregon Olive School. 
It was an outdoor 
event with two days 
of speakers, hands-on 
demos, oil tastings, 
and olive orchard 
tours. 

The event began at 
North Willamette 
Research and 
Extension Center and 
featured topics by 
OSU Extension, UC 
Davis Olive Center, 
and Bondolio Olive 
Oil. In the afternoon 
participants traveled to 
Keddie Farms in Aurora.
At the farm they toured the olive orchard and had 
a guided oil tasting by Mother Tree Olive Grove. 
Durant at Red Ridge Farms in Dayton, hosted the final 
day where learning stations included a propagation 
demo and a tour of the only commercial olive mill 
in Oregon. The estate’s garden, vineyard, and olive 
grove were a serene backdrop to mark the end of a 
successful event.

While reading this, you may have been unfamiliar with 
the small but significant olive industry in Oregon. A 
few local farmers have been experimenting with the 
Mediterranean tree for several years. The Small Farms 
team received a grant in 2018 after increased interest 
to begin a series of research projects about olives.
With the grant, our research has focused on 
propagation, up-potting, and cold-hardiness. The 
cold-hardiness trial is the last to finish and it will 
be concluded by Neil Bell and Heather Stoven. The 
goal is to find which olive varieties are best suited 

for the cool winters in our region. Over 100 different 
varieties will be planted in June and data will be 
collected to record plant growth and cold damage. 
They are hopeful as the trees mature we will find 
more olive cultivars that can thrive in our cool, wet 
climate.

Javier Fernandez-Salvador was the project leader and 
the founder of the Olea Project (Olive Research for 
Oregon). He has been integral to the research and has 
raised awareness for the industry. Javier was recently 
offered the position of Director of the UC Davis Olive 
Center. We are thrilled to see what is in store for 
Javier as he begins this new chapter. Going forward, 
the Small Farms team is still here for the olive 
growers in the Willamette Valley. We will continue the 
research, provide workshops, and keep the industry 
informed.

For more information, please visit our website at 
www.smallfarms.oregonstate.edu/smallfarms/
olive-research-oregon and follow us on Instagram @
oregonolives.

Neil Bell presenting on the cold-
hardiness trial

Photo by Alisha Atha

Potted 
olives at 

the North 
Willamette 

Reserach 
and 

Extension 
Center.

Photo by 
Alisha Atha



Online Courses offered by the OSU Small Farms Program

 
 
 

 
 
 

   
 
 
 

Available anytime online and self-paced. Register at: https://workspace.oregonstate.edu/catalog-page#all-courses

To Growing Farms: Successful Whole Farm Management
https://workspace.oregonstate.edu/course/growing-farms-online-successful-whole-farm-management

To Pasture Management:
https://workspace.oregonstate.edu/course/pasture-and-grazing-management

To Ecological Strategies
https://workspace.oregonstate.edu/course/growing-farms-short-course-ecological-strategies-for-managing-insects-on-a-farm

FREE 
Whole Farm Management 

Book Included with 
Registration

FREEFREE 

now $10
now $10 
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Save the Date
 February 19th, 2022

OSU Oregon Small Farms Conference
https://blogs.oregonstate.edu/smallfarmsconference/

We can’t wait to see you there


