
Educator Focus Group Dry Farming Collaborative  

  

• What are the goals or mission for the dry farming demonstration site/garden?  

• What level of support can the DFP provide to help you achieve them?  

• Would you be interested in being a part of a working group that collaborates in building a dry 

farming curriculum for school gardens and demonstration sites?  

  

Who is this for?  

  

Do we need to have multiple curriculums for different groups?  

• youth  

• adults 

• school programs  

  

Inclusivity - HOW DO WE SUPPORT AND UPLIFT POC VOICES AND CONNECT CULTURAL KNOWLEDGE  

• Connect with Brenda Brainerd?  

  

Definitely interest in working group participation 

- quarterly meetings  

• monthly or every other month meeting in the beginning?  

  

Adaptation to climate change and climate impact - drought  

• framing in terms of adaptation in the PNW  

  

Support based on level of experience  

• master gardeners as support  

• incorporating dry farming in urban demonstration sites  

  

Curriculum access - Include:  



• plants/seeds - varieties  

• plot layout  

• soil moisture meters  

• soil core  

• soil tests  

• site suitability  

• evaluations  

o harvest data collection - self guided  

• tomato density trial  

• squash  

• irrigation vs dry farm trials  

• marketing element?  

• how to conduct a field tour  

  

Transferable - written guidelines that can be easily accessed across platforms and devices 

• modules to guide  

o potentially using master gardeners as consultants  

o tangible step-by-step process  

▪ site suitability  

▪ variety  

▪ data collection  

o Tweak it for each type of audience  

o Regional adaptation  

• Make mobile friendly as opposed to primarily pdf  

o nuts and bolts -practical application and guidelines  

o intentional online community ?  

o having a DFP liason that comes out - creating social engagement communication  

▪ mentor  

  



Participants:   

Aza - Okanagan, North Central Washington  

  

Sally Campbell and Barbara McCanne - Multnomah County Master Gardener  

• close proximity to schools  

• incorporating dry farming elements  

  

Al LePage -  Science background - collaborating with school garden educators Eugene, OR  

  

• experimental quality 

• listen to students - anti-curriculum  

• give opportunity to plant things - custom-made - intuitive, listening  

  

Chris Eberhardt Tacoma, Wa - building soil on top of grass - feeling solo  

• community garden  

• Emily Dick - Water trust grant to facilitate Dry Farming  

• Support WA DF network - grow and plug into the community  

  

Katharine Nicolato - Katie - science educator - forestry grad school  

• John Day  

o shift to quality of life that supports natural resources  

o drones - crop monitoring  

• looking to see how she can incorporate elements of dry farming to facilitate natural resource 

cons 

  

Shared Leadership- no one person should be the driving force  

 


